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THANK YOU!

WHAT IS 
CURIOSITY?

cu!ri!os!i!ty 
/ !kyo"or#$äs%d# |/  
noun 
1. a strong desire to know or learn something 

motivation to seek 
out knowledge and 
new experiences
(Kashdan, Gallagher, Silvia, et al., 2009)

Willingness to 
EMBRACE  
the novel, 
uncertain, and 
unpredictable 
nature of 
everyday life
(Kashdan, Gallagher, Silvia, et al., 2009)



What is a hole?

STRAW

menti.com 

5762 
9837

DONUT

DOUGHNUT RUBBER BAND

CUP

PLATE THE LETTER

O



WASHER FUNNEL TUNNEL

HOW MANY 
HOLES DOES 

EACH OBJECT 
HAVE?

menti.com 
0000 
0000

1.4.d. exhibit a 
tolerance for ambiguity, 
perseverance and the 
capacity to work with 
open-ended problems. 

INNOVATIVE DESIGNER 

bit.ly/gifted360-holes



SPOON 
STRAW

What is a hole?

It depends.

& SMART ≠ &
I WANT  

IT NOW!
I WANT  

IT NOW!



SLOW DOWN 
AND PAY  

ATTENTION

SLOW DOWN 
AND PAY  

ATTENTION

1.3.b.  evaluate the 
accuracy, perspective, 
credibility and 
relevance of 
information, media, 
data or other resources.  

KNOWLEDGE CONSTRUCTOR

Know it All
“It is impossible 

for a man to 
learn what he 

thinks he already 
knows.”

Epictetus, Discourses, Book II, ch. 17
_______, I am your father. 



_______, I am your father. NO

If you 
build it, 
_______ 

will come. 

If you 
build it, 
_______ 

will come. 

If you 
build it, 
_______ 

will come. 

If you 
build it, 
_______ 

will come. 
hehe

MANDELA 
EFFECT

Prasad, D., & Bainbridge, W. A. (2021, May 25). The Visual Mandela Effect as evidence for shared and 
specific false memories across people. https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/nzh3s

“There are certain images  
“for which people consistently make 
“the same false memory error,  
“despite majority of visual experience 
“being the canonical image.” A B C

❌ ❌ A B C ❌❌



A B C ❌ ❌

SCHOOL 
HOUSE 

GIFTEDNESS

CREATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  
GIFTEDNESS

Prasad, D., & Bainbridge, W. A. (2021, May 25). The Visual Mandela Effect as evidence for shared and 
specific false memories across people. https://doi.org/10.31234/osf.io/nzh3s

PEOPLE TEND TO BE  
 VERY CONFIDENT   

IN PICKING  
THE WRONG IMAGE. 

1.3.b.  evaluate the 
accuracy, perspective, 
credibility and 
relevance of 
information, media, 
data or other resources.  

KNOWLEDGE CONSTRUCTOR

THIS PRESENT 
MOMENT 
USED TO BE 
THE UNIMAGINABLE 
FUTURE

“Most futurists are really 
predicting the present.  

It turns out that the present 
is very hard to see.”

Kevin Kelly



!hat would  
an alien think?

“The intent of this exercise 
is not to predict the future 

but to rehearse it.”

Kevin Kelly

!hat would  
an alien think 
about music? 

One Photograph 
100 word report 

What is this? 
Is this some kind of prison? 
Do they hold the prisoners here? 
Are the individuals inside consider dangerous? 
How many of these are there/are they common? 
How long do you keep individuals captive? 
Do you ever let them go? 
Can they escape? 
It is habitable? 
Are the substances within dangerous? 
Who can access the contents? 

We were so excited to see the emergency party 
caller! There are so many attractive features of the 
emergency caller. Let’s start with the calming blue 
color, the flashing blue lights, the cleansing 
shower head, portal for friend arrival, and the 
party planning feature. Humans really know how 
to get a party started!!

Meditative 
shower head 
for cleansing 
thoughts.

This is the portal where 
people can transport to and 
from the party

The help button for party 
planning 

I have stumbled upon this device used 
by the humans. It is unclear what they 
use it for at this time. Upon entering a 
tiny room, I speculate that they sit on 
this device. When no longer sat, the 
water in the bowl disappears and 
replenishes. Perhaps they are using 
this device to wash something? When 
they finish, some of them scrub their 
hands together under water and then 
shake them under a loud anti vacuum. 
Not all of them do this, reasoning is 
unclear. 

!hat would  
an alien think?

1.6.d.  publish or 
present content that 
customizes the 
message and medium 
for their intended 
audiences.  

CREATIVE COMMUNICATOR



WHY? What’s that?

HOW COME? WHAT IF…?

WHAT IF…?



Afrofuturism
a cultural aesthetic that 

combines science-fiction, 
history and fantasy to explore 

the African-American 
experience and aims to 

connect those from the black 
diaspora with their forgotten 

African ancestry

Afrofuturism

What can we learn about  
oppression,  
climate change,  
wealth inequality,  
corporate greed,  
and selfhood  
by imagining alternative 
versions of Earth?

What if the souls 
lost in the Trans-
Atlantic Passage 
survived and 
developed into a 
thriving 
underwater 
metropolis?

What if…?

How might we…?

How MIGHT we 

reclaim 

stories that 

have been 

erased?

How MIGHT we 

use tech 

and sci-fi  

to restore  

a fractured 

past?



How MIGHT we 

imagine a 

different 

future?

Students recognize the 
rights, responsibilities and 
opportunities of living, 
learning and working in an 
interconnected digital 
world, and they act and 
model in ways that are 
safe, legal and ethical.

DIGITAL CITIZEN

Flâneur
a connoisseur 
of the street— 

a highly 
observant 
urban wanderer 
who takes in 
everything they 
see as they seek 
experiences 
that fuel their 
creative minds.

WHAT DO YOU NOTICE!
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WHAT DO YOU WONDER!

30 
29 
28 
27 
26 
25 
24 
23 
22 
21 
20 
19 
18 
17 
16 
15 
14 
13 
12 
11 
10 
09 
08 
07 
06 
05 
04 
03 
02 
01



It does not have to be 
about technology all the 
time. It is okay to slow 
down and observe 
something beautiful, 
delightful, or just plain 
sublime.

BE THE FLANEUR cu!ri!os!i!ty 
/ !kyo"or#$äs%d# |/  
noun 
1. a strong desire to know or learn something 
2. a strange or unusual object or fact

CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES



Artificialia 
objects created or modified by human

Naturalia 
creatures and natural objects

Exotica 
exotic plants and animals

Scientifica 
scientific instruments

1.3.c.  curate information 
from digital resources 
using a variety of tools 
and methods to create 
collections of artifacts 
that demonstrate 
meaningful connections 
or conclusions. 

KNOWLEDGE CONSTRUCTOR

CURATE  
CABINETS OF  
CURIOSITIES

J! 
ARCHIVE

EVERYDAY 
MYSTERIES

https://oaklandlibrary.org/found-in-a-library-book/
https://ikeamuseum.com/en/digital/ikea-catalogues-through-the-ages/
https://j-archive.com
http://www.horg.com/horg/
https://www.theuncomfortable.com


ikeamuseum.com horg.com j-archive.com

theuncomfortable.com oaklandlibrary.org/found-in-a-library-book loc.gov/everyday-mysteries

Wonder  
is the 
beginning  
of wisdom. 

SOCRATES

Curiosity is the root of creativity. 

Alex Wright
Imagineer

What is a Hole?
The Room Illusion
The Mandela Effect
What Would an Alien Think?
Afro-futurism Perpectives
The Flaneur
Curating Curiosities



Curiouser & 
Curiouser

brianhousand.com/nagc22


